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thing, each gives it to the other, in seeking to bestow
it on the world around.

Sannyasi, again, is a word charged with new signi-
ficance. It is not his gerrua cloth, but his selflessness,,
that makes a monk. There may be monks of science
and learning, monks of art and industry, monks of
the public life and service, and monks for the defence
of the defenceless. Great is the impulse of renuncia-
tion : greater is the sustained self-sacrifice of a heroic
life. In the soul of the maha-purusha, it is difficult,
sometimes, to tell whether soldier or Sannyasi is pre-
dominant. He combines the daring of the one, with
the freedom of the other. Years leave no mark on
the aggressive life. It is as ready to cast itself down
from the palm-tree's height, in old age, as it was in
.youth. Or more. For the spiritual will has grown
stronger with time. Nothing is measured by person-
al hope or fear. All is tested by the supreme pur-
pose, as making an end in itself. Self ceases to be a
possible motive. The hand once put to the plough,,
it grows there, and the man would not know how
to turn back. The Sannyasin cannot be touched
by misery. For him defeat is merely a passing-
phase. Ultimate victory is inevitable. He is light-
hearted in failure, as in success.

Obedience to the Guru becomes eager fulfilment
Aof, an idea, and a seeking out of new ways in which
to bring about fulfilment. Every act of attainment